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CHAIRMAN’S
REPORT
David Bowie’s world wide hit ‘Changes’ stated ‘time may
change me but I can’t trace time’. When I think of those words,
I think of the Wellington. Since Fr Ernie Smith OAM opened the
doors with our inaugural Manager Maria Attard-Dickson OAM,
we have very much been on a journey of change and one that
has required us to continuously reinvent our offerings to meet
the needs of the community we serve. With that in mind, the one thing that will never
change at The Wellington is what we stand for.
We are there to serve the needs of the wider community regardless of colour, religion,
ethnicity, financial status - and the list goes on. If someone needs assistance they
can always turn to The Wellington. During 2020/2021 we have served our community
like never before. Melbourne became the most locked down city worldwide during
COVID19. The community we serve is amongst the most isolated and lonely in existence
even before COVID19. The simple freedoms that so many took for granted before
COVID19 were taken from us all.
COVID19 lockdown limited what so many of our clients were permitted to do, but it
also created an opportunity for The Wellington to reinvent itself and change to meet
the needs at hand. We continued to take The Wellington’s services to those in the
community. Our clients more than ever needed to know that they mattered. Whilst we
were limited on how much we could physically engage with the community, there were
no caps on the number of people who could gather online. As a result of our diverse
online projects our community continued to grow.
Our team led by Chris Sprake – Coordinator, Vieli Choka - African Youth Community
Development Worker, Angela Pollock - Community Development Worker and Sarah
Freeman - Clinic Coordinator have done an outstanding job.
All those who were isolated during lockdown were identified and included in all we were
offering. Until the onset of Covid-19, The Wellington offered a centre-based service of
free allied health services, informal drop in, food security, emergency relief, information
and referral. Whilst these services are all still needed and provided, the pandemic and
its associated lockdowns pushed The Wellington to plan and offer a range of outreach
services.
Vieli, our African Youth Outreach Worker, has developed significant relationships with
young people from African nations in the Collingwood estate and surrounding areas.
Angela, a Community Development Worker who with the Sarah Freeman has helped
The Wellington make significant inroads into the communities on the estate whilst at the
same time extending our contact and engagement with vulnerable groups through our
outreach.

2

In June 2021 we were required to move from our home of the last 2 years (Melbourne
Polytechnic, which is undergoing a major refurbishment), to a new home which we
have leased at 9-11 Vere Street, previously St Vincent de Paul’s facility in Collingwood.
The location is fantastic; it overlooks the Collingwood high rise estate.
With this move and the relocation of St Vincent de Paul, The Wellington is the last
organisation servicing the needs of those across the high rise estate in Collingwood.
The Government has made a recent announcement that they are building additional
high rise facilities in Collingwood; therefore, the numbers of those whom The Wellington
serves will grow significantly. Given that and the significant changing needs already
evident and influential in Collingwood and the surrounding community, we are lobbying
for the State Government to assist us through recurring funding for our ongoing work.
The Wellington has been in existence for 16 years and to date the State Government
has not provided $1 of funding. Clearly the COVID crisis and its ongoing consequences
emphasise that it is time for the State Government to support The Wellington to assist
those most in need. We continue to be extremely grateful to the City Of Yarra for their
annual grants and also to the Federal Government for their support over the last 3 years.
At The Wellington, our people are certainly our strength. We have an energetic,
resourceful, flexible and committed group of staff led by Chris Sprake. We are very
grateful to them for the effective and inspirational work that they have done in these
challenging and changeable times. Thank you Chris, Vieli, Angela and Sarah.
Much of what we do would be impossible without the generous support of our partners
and sponsors. Thank you.
My thanks go to every member of The Wellington Board; Jan Hayes, Marlies Blatz, Keith
Waters, Grant Leverington and Donna Jenkins, together with our financial controller
Quynh Truong and our Life Members: Maria Attard-Dickson OAM, Bobbi Cheetham,
Dr Peter Hollingworth AC OBE, Bill Gibbins AM and Iolanda Gibbins for the wonderful
support and work over the past year, in ensuring the candle that Fr Ernie Smith OAM lit
16 years ago continues to shine in these challenging times.

James MacLeod
Chair
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COORDINATOR'S
REPORT
The past twelve months have held many highlights and
significant challenges for our community in Collingwood and the
broader City of Yarra. Driven by the needs and desires within our
neighbourhood, new programs emerged focussing on health,
arts, craft and identity. It has been incredible to watch our
community share their skills and perspectives from diverse backgrounds, and see how that
enhances our understanding of the world we live in. Memorable moments have included
a production line making traditional dumplings, a growing group who participate in our
Thursday trifecta of Knitting, Yoga and Meditation, our youth drop in expanding and
joining in for outdoor events. Our Tuesday music group chose to challenge themselves
and moved from ukulele to guitar, and even participated in a performance at the new
Collingwood Yards arts precinct.
Our continuing expansion of services and partnerships has seen exciting programs like
an indigenous story time in concert with City of Yarra Libraries, planning for community
events such as Gala ball and Harvest festival with Collingwood Neighbourhood house
and Drummond St services, preparing props for the recently revived Moon Lantern
Festival in Richmond, and contributing to meetings with youth services from across the
City of Yarra for future planning.
Our clinics have run at an optimal level when Covid restrictions have allowed, with our
new Clinic Coordinator Sarah optimizing an online booking system which informs our
community of appointments by text and email. We have also planned to recommence
physiotherapy with RMIT university when restrictions allow, at which time our clinics will be
running five days a week with Osteopathy, Physiotherapy, Chinese Traditional Medicine
and Optometry. A new initiative, led by team member Angela, will coordinate gentle
exercise groups to compliment treatments provided by clinics. This will assist with health
maintenance when clinics are unavailable.
We have also faced challenges this year. Finding a new home, while also trying to provide
our community with the best care under the restrictions of Covid. Our new site at 9-11
Vere St, Collingwood places us in the heart of the community we care for, and in turn are
nurtured by. The site has required a hefty investment of time to be fit for purpose but is
now placed to provide essentials such as food security in a very direct way. The visibility
of the site, being directly opposite the 240 Wellington St housing estate, ensures that more
of our community will be able to engage with our team for the needs in their lives.
The undulating nature of Covid restrictions has given our programs a stop-start feel, but
I have been impressed at the growth not only in numbers of participants, but at the
number of community members expressing that the Wellington is like their home, and a
willingness to contribute to assisting with programs, meal preparation and clean up, and
thoughtfulness for the needs of those around them.
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We have seen an increase in the need in our community, and as the financial impact
of Covid has stretched further there has been an increase in a demographic of the
community needing care and food provision that have not previously been placed in
that situation. I have been impressed with the inclusiveness of the staff, the ability to cut
through stigma that can be associated with expressing need, and to underscore the
worth we all contribute to the world regardless of our ever-changing financial security.
This is a time, maybe more than any other in our lifetimes, when we are reminded of our
shared humanity in the face of our neighbours.
From the Wellington community,
Stay safe,

Christopher Sprake
Coordinator

THE WELLINGTON COLLINGWOOD INC.
COMMUNITY CLINIC STATISTICS 2020/2021
Totals are averaged to monthly engagement factoring in Covid restriction interruptions to service.

YOUTH DROP IN

104

OSTEOPATHY CLINIC

98

OPTOMETRY CLINIC

152

CHINESE TRADITIONAL MEDICINE

152

KNITTING AND PERSONAL IMAGE GROUP

28

COMMUNITY COOKING AND LUNCH

48

WHATSAPP YOUTH SUPPORT (ENGAGEMENTS)

249

LIVESTREAM DJ SESSION

32

YOGA

60

MEDITATION

24

TUESDAY MUSIC GROUP

28

FOOD SECURITY, OZ HARVEST, CULTIVATING COMMUNITY,
FARE SHARE FOOD DISTRIBUTION AND CITY OF YARRA
LIBRARIES ASSISTANCE
19,995.5 KGS
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
LIFE MEMBERS & STAFF
Mr James MacLeod – Chair
Marlies Blatz
Jan Hayes
Donna Jenkins
Grant Leverington
Keith Waters
Founder
Fr Ernie Smith OAM
Life Members
The Right Reverend and Honourable
Peter Hollingworth AC, OBE
Maria Attard-Dickson OAM
Bobbi Cheetham
Bill Gibbins AM
Iolanda Gibbins
Staff
Chris Sprake – Coordinator / Community Development Worker
Vieli Choka – African Youth Community Development Worker
Angela Pollock – Community Development Worker
Sarah Freeman – Clinic Coordinator
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OUR
PARTNERSHIPS
To provide the best coverage and continuity of care across our community, The
Wellington has relied on partnerships with other local organisations such as: Cultivating
Community, Fare Share, The Drum Youth Services, O Street Parkville College, BANH, Inner
North Community Foundation, The Melbourne Period Project, Falco Bakery, Australian
Chinese Medicine Association of Victoria, Victoria University, Oz Harvest, City Of Yarra
Council, Cohealth, Neighbourhood Justice Centre, RMIT University, Rotary Club of
Collingwood, St Vincent’s Private Hospital, The Order of St Lazarus, Tobin Brothers Funerals,
Foresters Friendly Society and Victorian College of Optometry. Regular communication
and planning with these organisations helps to ensure best outcomes for our community.
As always we thank the private practitioners such as yoga teachers, physiotherapists,
osteopathists, Chinese Traditional Medicine practitioners, students, optometrists, who
make their time and skills available to provide free services to our community.
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